Writing a Comment Letter to the BLM
on the 22 Parcels/30,000+ Acres for Lease
Suggested letter template:


Address your letter to:

August 2012 Lease Sale

Uncompahgre Field Office

2465 South Townsend Avenue

Montrose, CO 81401

Dear Bureau of Land Management,
You might begin your specific comments with: 

“I am a resident of…”,  

“I live adjacent to parcel #”,  

“My family has farmed/ranched in this area for XXX years” ….

“I choose to live here because….”

Specific Comments:

Use the information on your parcel comment form to make specific comments about any or all of the parcels.  SPECIFIC COMMENTS ARE MOST IMPORTANT.  Write why you personally will be impacted.

General Comment Topics:

· Values and factors for why you have chosen to live in this area.

· Impact of transportation of hazardous materials.

· How would oil and gas development on these parcels affect the sense of place and your experience, or use, on or nearby?
· Impact on water and air quality.

· Noise and light pollution.

· Road degradation.

· Increased heavy truck traffic.

Request the BLM to:

1. Withdraw all of the 22 parcels from the August 2012 lease sale. The parcels are adjacent to the communities of Hotchkiss, Paonia and Crawford and include areas that supply municipal water, and irrigation and domestic water companies.

2. Defer offering lands for lease in the Uncompahgre Field Office area until the Resource Management Plan (RMP) is revised and approved.  The current RMP for the Uncompahgre Field Office area was approved in 1989. 
3. Hold public hearings on this action to thoroughly incorporate the public’s concerns.
4. Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) rather than an Environmental Assessment (EA). 
SAMPLE LETTER
August 2012 Lease Sale

Uncompahgre Field Office

2465 South Townsend Avenue

Montrose, CO 81401

Dear Bureau of Land Management:

(“I am a resident of…”,  

“I live adjacent to parcel #”,  

“My family has farmed/ranched in this area for XXX years”

“I am the owner of XXX business” or “I work in the XXX business”)
I'm writing to request that the BLM withdraw all 22 parcels in Delta and Gunnison Counties from the August 9, 2012 lease sale.  The current Resource Management Plan, adopted in 1989, is so out-of-date and insufficient that it does not provide a realistic overview of the current demographics, economic activities, land and recreation values and other valuable resources in the North Fork Valley.  Besides withdrawing these 22 parcels, you should defer offering any other lands for lease in the Uncompahgre Field Office area until the RMP is revised and approved.  
Leasing this land threatens water resources including municipal and domestic water supplies, irrigation and private domestic water sources. It will negatively impact agribusiness such as ranching and organic and conventional farming, tourism and other established businesses, as well as diminish critical elk and mule deer winter range, property and recreation values, and air quality.  I also request that you hold public hearings on this action to thoroughly incorporate the public’s concerns and prepare an EIS.
I am particularly concerned about parcel number ______ .  ( Add specific information from your personal knowledge about one or more parcels and why you are concerned.)
Thank you for your consideration,

Your Name

Address, City, State, Zip

Note:  Letters may be sent via regular mail or emailed to co_ufo_leasing@blm.gov
(continued on reverse…)

