To:   August 2012 Lease Sale

        BLM Uncompahgre Field Office

        2465 South Townsend Avenue

        Montrose, Colorado 81401

From: (name and address)
Dear Bureau of Land Management:

Introduce yourself and your interest in the North Fork Valley:
1.   Describe why you have visited/want to visit the North Fork Valley.  In particular, highlight any agricultural attractions (farm tours/produce, wine tours/wines, agricultural apprenticeships, festivals) or recreational tourism (swimming, mountain biking, hiking, fishing, hunting, paddling, camping). 
2.   Explain why these resources could be endangered by oil and gas development in the North Fork Valley.  Consider: clean air, clean water, pristine agricultural landscapes, and minimal traffic, noise, dust, light pollution, etc.
3.   Describe why you would not want to live or vacation here if there was truck traffic, loud compressors, drilling rigs surrounding the valley, light pollution in the night skies, or potential air and water pollution.
Suggested Requests for the BLM:

1. Withdraw all inappropriate and unsafe parcels from the August 2012 lease sale. The parcels are adjacent to the communities of Hotchkiss, Paonia and Crawford and include areas that supply municipal water, and irrigation and domestic water companies.

2. Defer offering lands for lease in the Uncompahgre Field Office area until the Resource Management Plan (RMP) is revised and approved.  The current RMP for the Uncompahgre Field Office area was approved in 1989. 
3. Hold public hearings on this action to thoroughly incorporate the public’s concerns.
4. Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) rather than an Environmental Assessment (EA). 
Signed,

(fill in name and address)
